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Next Meeting: 

 Monday 12th May 
2025, 8pm. 

Hall open 7pm       
Benching by 7.50pm 

_____________________________ 

Activity for May 

Annual Plant 
Auction               

(see details page 4) 

_____________________________ 

Members, Partners and 

Visitors - please ensure 

you sign our attendance 

book on entry to the 

meeting hall. 

_______________________________ 

 

 

Cover Photo: The striking colour 

and markings of the orchid 

featured on this month’s cover was 

exhibited at the April meeting                                    

April Benching Photos:      

courtesy - Paul Sheaffe 

 

 

Monthly Meetings - 
Meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at the Uniting Church Hall, 
corner Flora and Merton Streets, Sutherland @ 8pm, doors open 7pm. Visitors are 
always welcome (please arrive by 7.45pm to check in, plant benching by 7.50pm) 
 

 
 

President: Rhonda Jackson M: 0407 458 784 
Vice President: Melissa Karayannis 
Secretary: c/o secretary@ssos.org.au 
Treasurer: Michael Vitnell 
 

Committee: David Hicks | Paul Sheaffe | Jenny Sharpham | Mark Drury| Robin Bannell 
                          
(Committee meets 1st Wed. monthly except January - Tradies Gymea @ 7.30pm) 
 

Life Members: Murray Aldridge | Wal & Janette Chapman | Jan Robinson,       
                               Col Brandon | Frank Daniel | George Birss 
 

Bulletin | Website: David Hicks E: davehicks@outlook.com.au 
 

Member Contributions – to have your articles or photos of ‘Special Interest’ included 
in the Bulletin, please send to: davehicks@outlook.com.au (prior to 28th each month) 
 

 

Sutherland Shire Orchid Society Inc. 
Bulletin – May 2025 

 

 
 

Web: www.ssos.org.au | E: info@ssos.org.au 
 

The Sutherland Shire Orchid Society Inc. was founded in 1952 and is dedicated to the 
promotion, development and encouragement of a general interest and understanding of 

all aspects of orchid culture. 

 

 
 

In this Month’s Bulletin: 
 

Grower’s Group Report – Saturday 26`th April (see page 11) 
 

SSOS Winter Show 2025 (see flyer page 5) 
 

Orchids out West (see flyer page 13) 

 
 

 

SSOS Auction - May Meeting Night (see details page 4) 

 
Other Events for the Diary 2025 (see page 15) 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:davehicks@outlook.com.au
http://www.ssos.org.au/
mailto:info@ssos.org.au
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               Monthly Benching Results – April 2025 
  

 

PLANT OF THE NIGHT  

Winner              Paph. spicerianum ‘Tinonee’ x P. spicerianum ‘Goliath’ M. Karayannis 
 
 

OPEN JUDGES CHOICE HYBRID  

Winner  Bulb. Elizabeth Ann ‘Buckleberry’ W & J Chapman 

 
OPEN JUDGES CHOICE SPECIES  

Winner Paph. spicerianum ‘Tinonee’ x P. spicerianum ‘Goliath’ M. Karayannis 
 
INTERMEDIATE JUDGES CHOICE  

Winner Paph. Crossianum var. alba  M. Drury 
 

NOVICE JUDGES CHOICE  

Winner Ornithophora radicans M. Clasper 
 

PRESIDENT'S CHOICE  

Winner Coel. Kirribilli Hubert Dixon  M. Clasper 
 

 
   
 

Monthly Benching Results – April 2025 
 

OPEN

CLASS # 2 AUSTRALIAN NATIVE HYBRIDS

1st Den. Balnarring R. Jackson

2nd Den. fuliginosa x brevicauda x Ida Mary R. Jackson

CLASS # 4 NATIVE SARCANTHINAE HYBRIDS

1st Sarco. Galaxy 'Pineapple' V. Petrovski

CLASS # 5 SPECIES PAPHIOPEDILUMS

1st Paph. spicerianum 'Tinonee' x Paph. spicerianum 'Goliath' M. Karayannis

2nd Paph. spicerianum x Paph. spicerianum D. Mitsios

3rd Paph. charlesworthii L. Watkins

4th Paph. gratrixianum V. Petrovski

CLASS # 6 NOVELTY PAPHIOPEDILUM HYBRIDS

1st Paph. Vanguard D. Mitsios

2nd Paph. Maudiae ' Coloratum' W. & J. Chapman

3rd Paph. Doya Heart L. Watkins

4th Paph. Doya Heart M. Karayannis

CLASS # 8 LAELIINAE HYBRIDS over 110mm

1st Blc. California Girl ' Orchid Library' V. Petrovski

2nd Rlc. Brunswick Gem 'Coral' D. Mitsios

3rd Rlc. Monthathip Gold 'No. 1' J. Ng

CLASS # 9 LAELIINAE HYBRIDS 80mm up to & inc. 110mm

1st C. Dal's Choice D. Mitsios

2nd Lc. Mari's Love x Slc. Dal's Halo J. Hely

3rd C. TA2 Dana V. Petrovski

4th Rlc. Glen Maidment 'Southern Cross' R. Dimon  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

April Benching 
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Monthly Benching Results – April 2025 cont’d 

 
 

 

CLASS # 11 CLUSTER LAELIINAE HYBRIDS

1st Rlc. Nell Hammer V. Petrovski

2nd Ctt. Portia Canizaro J. Costa

3rd L. splendida x Rhyncholaella digbyama V. Petrovski

CLASS # 12 NON-CLASSICAL LAELIINAE HYBRIDS

1st Bc. Gulfshore's Beauty 'Green Gem' L. Watkins

2nd Laella Nemesis R. Dimon

CLASS # 13 ONCIDIINAE HYBRIDS 60mm & under

1st Onc. Aka Baby 'Rasberry Chocolate' D. Mitsios

CLASS # 14 ONCIDIINAE HYBRIDS over 60mm

1st Bratonia Klienbach 'Crowhurst' R. Cawley

CLASS # 18 DENDROBIUM HYBRIDS EXOTIC

1st Den. Yoshiga 'Fantasy' x 'Russell Vale Glory' V. Petrovski

2nd Den. Barrabul's Dark Knight V. Petrovski

3rd Den. Fraser's Striped Wizard D. Mitsios

4th Den. Hibiki D. Mitsios

CLASS # 19 PHALAENOPSIS AND VANDACEOUS HYBRIDS

1st Vanda Pachara Delight J. Ng

CLASS # 21 MISCELLANEOUS EXOTIC HYBRIDS

1st Bulb. Elizabeth Ann' Buckleberry' W. & J. Chapman

2nd Phrag. Hanne Popow H. Myers

3rd Bulb. Santa Claus V. Petrovski

4th Bulb. Wilmar Galaxy Star W. & J. Chapman

CLASS # 22 DENDROBIUM SPECIES EXOTIC

1st Den. sanguinodentum V. Petrovski

CLASS # 23 COELOGYNINAE SPECIES

1st Ddc. cobbianum 'Keith's' D. Mitsios

2nd Coel. ovalis J. Costa

CLASS # 24 SPECIES ASIAN 

1st Doritis pulcherrina var alba 'Yellow eyes' x var coerulea 'pink' P. Davies

CLASS # 25 ONCIDIINAE SPECIES

1st Milt. spectablis var moreliana D. Mitsios

CLASS # 26 LAEIINAE SPECIES

1st B. nodosa L. Watkins

2nd Gur. bowringiana V. Petrovski

3rd Pescatoria wallisii M. Karayannis

CLASS # 27 EXOTIC SPECIES

1st Gomesa radicans L. Watkins

2nd Max. cucullata J. Hely

3rd Max. schunkeana D. Mitsios

4th Stenoglottis longifolia W. & J. Chapman

CLASS # 28 SEEDLING

1st Paph. Kai Beauty x Charlesworthii L. Watkins  
 

    

 

 

 
 

April Benching 
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Monthly Benching Results – April 2025 cont’d 
 

 

NOVICE

CLASS # 33 NOVICE MISCELLANEOUS HYBRIDS

1st Coel. Kirribilli Hubert Dixon M. Clasper

2nd Mtssa. Charles M Fitch 'Izumi' No Name on Card

3rd Onc. 'unknown' J. Sutton

CLASS # 34 NOVICE SPECIES

1st Ornithophora radicans M. Clasper

2nd Coel. tomentosa P. Sheaffe

CLASS # 35 INTERMEDIATE PAPHIOPEDILUM HYBRIDS

1st Paph. Crossianum var alba M. Drury

CLASS # 39 INTERMEDIATE MISCELLANEOUS HYBRIDS

1st Mtssa. Lavender Kiss 'Lavendar Taffy' M. Drury

2nd Ons. Pacific Perspective 'Pacific Heat' M. Drury

INTERMEDIATE

 
 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

April Benching 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

                          
               SSOS Orchid Auction 
 

                       Next General Meeting - May 12th  
 

Plant Limits: 
There is a limit of 6 plants each member can sell at the auction. 

 

Entering Plants: 
If you are putting plants in the auction, simply place two tags in your plant’s 
pot, one with your name clearly written on it, and the other with the name of 

the plant. 
All plants should be in good condition, disease and pest free, and being well 

established in their pots, or on their mounts. 
 

Plants will be checked prior to sale. 
The Society reserves the right to reject any plants not suitable for sale. 

 

Reserve Pricing: 
If a plant has a reserve price, write the word “Reserve” and the price on the tag.  
We will give you a yellow stick-on spot to stick onto your plant to indicate it has 

a reserve price. 
 

Bidding: 
The minimum opening bid per plant shall be $10 with a minimum increase bid 

of $1.  
An opening bid of less than $10, shall be at the discretion of the Auctioneer. 

 

Payment: 
You will be paid less the 15% commission on the next meeting night. 

 

 Purchases will be CASH ONLY  
  

*Society prize certificates may be used as payment in the auction. 
 
 

Please Note: there will be NO SALES TABLE at the May meeting. 
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April Benching 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

SSOS Winter Show Setup: 
Thursday 19th June from 2pm -5pm 

 
 

*Plant booking-in times subject to completion                                 
of benching setup 

 

Reminder – to ensure adequate space is allocated, entries into Class 1 (table 
top display) must be advised to the Show Marshal 48 hrs prior to the set-up 

date 
 

(show schedule and all associated show documents will be sent out to 
members with, or prior to the June Bulletin) 
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Monthly Benching Winners – April 2025 
 

Open Judges Choice Species + PON 
exhibited by – M. Karayannis  

 

 
 

Paph. spicerianum ‘Tinonee’ x Paph. spicerianum Goliath’ 
 

 
 

                         Open Judges Choice Hybrid                  Intermediate Judges Choice 
                exhibited by – W & J Chapman                              exhibited by – M. Drury 
 

             
   

           Bulb. Elizabeth Ann Buckleberry                        Paph. Crossianum var. alba 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                   Novice Judges Choice                                   President’s Choice 
                     exhibited by – M. Clasper                                      exhibited by – M. Clasper 
 

                 

                      Ornithophora radicans                                    Coel. Kirribilli Hubert Dixon        
 

 
                                                  

              

 

 

 
Pest Forum 

Use of Neem Oil 
 

Even with the best of 
housekeeping, something 

nasty will eventually either 
take up home permanently, or 

make an unwelcome visit 
somewhere within our 

collections. 
When it does, we start thinking 
about the best way of treating 
or preventing it, and to try not 

and poison ourselves in the 
process! 

The following is just a very 
basic overview of Neem Oil 

which is considered by many 
growers as a ‘safer’ alternative 

to many other chemicals on 
the market. 

Neem Oil comes mostly from 
the seeds of the tree 

Azadirachta indica, a South 
Asian and Indian plant 

common as a shade tree. In 
addition to the insecticidal and 

fungal properties, it is used 
widely in wax oil, some soap 

preparations and many 
organic cosmetics. 

The insecticide component is 
an extract and known as 

clarified hydrophobic neem oil, 
and works as a feeding 

inhibiter plus a repellent. 
Neem oil can be applied 

directly to the infected areas, 
to leaves or to the soil where it 

works as a systemic, but in 
either case, does not remain 

active in the long term. It 
would need to be applied on a 
regular basis until the problem 

is rectified. 
Here in Australia, there are 

several brands, one being ‘eco-
neem’ which is registered 

Australian organic, and readily 
available as a concentrate. 

Note: All chemicals should be 
handled with caution and 

avoid application on windy 
days or in confined areas. 

 
Sutherland Shire Orchid Society does 

not endorse the safety, or 
effectiveness of any pesticide 

product. 
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Award of Life Membership 
George Birss 

 

 
 

Joining the Society on 2004, George has been involved in a wide variety of Society activities at meetings and at 
shows, hosting novice and grower’s groups, fund raising BBQ’s etc. With 10yrs service on Committee, including 

terms as Treasurer from March to November 2016, Vice President in 2014, 2015 and 2017 and Judges’ Convenor 
from 2011 to 2018. 

 

The Society congratulates George on his well-deserved award of Life Membership presented at the April meeting 
 

 

 

Lovely Display from the Benches at the April Meeting 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 

8 

   
 

Sutherland Shire Orchid Society Inc. 
 

MINUTES 
 

GENERAL MEETING 
 

14th April 2025 

 

President Rhonda declared the general meeting open at 8.00pm and wished everyone a warm welcome, including 
our visitors tonight: Marge Birss and Maria De Martin 
APOLOGIES: 
David Hicks, Margaret Reed, Wendy Griffiths, Di and Mick Hannah, Robin Bannell, Russell Ettrick Gary Hodder, Diane 
Phillips, Sylvia Fitch. 
 

MINUTES:  
President requested a motion that the March Minutes as distributed in the April Bulletin, were accurate. Robert 
Nicol motioned they were correct, Seconded Paul Sheaffe. Carried. 
 

Correspondence In:  
• OSNSW advice about the Botanica Exhibition at the Royal Botanic Gardens on 13 April. 

 

Correspondence Out:     
Confirmation to Craig Scott-Harden for his presentation in June 

• Two name badge orders to Speedy Keys  

• Speaker invitation to Mike Pieloor from Canberra OS who may speak in February 2026 

• Show ribbon order to Computer Sashes Rosettes & Awards P/L 

• Request for show judges to Ian Chalmers, Registrar OSNSW 

• Progress report for the AOC Conference 2025 emailed to members 

GENERAL BUSINESS: Life Membership – George Birss 
 

The Committee wishes to recognise the contributions of one of our members by awarding them with a life 
membership to the Society.   We do not have a set of guidelines for awarding a Life Membership but just that the 
person needs to have made a considerable contribution to the Society.   That person to be awarded tonight meets 
this criterion.   I would like to present George Birss with Life Membership to the Sutherland Shire Orchid Society. 
George joined the Society in 2004 and joined the Committee in 2006.   He spent over 10 years on the committee, 
concluding in 2017.  
 

He was Treasurer from March to November 2016, and was Vice President in 2014, 2015 and 2017.   He was 
Judges’ Convenor from 2011 to 2018. 
 

When on the Committee George provided ideas and advice to the Committee and organised the acquisition of 
plants when running the seedling competitions in 2015 & 2017 where he regularly purchased the raffle plants.   
He always arrived at the hall early to open up and set up for the monthly meetings. 
George was keen to be involved in the Society’s events.   He led the team at the Bunnings BBQs in 2017 & 2018 
and wrote the plant cards at the Southern Orchid Spectaculars in 2016, 2017 & 2018. 
 

George fostered, promoted, developed and encouraged a general interest in and understanding of orchid culture 
through the growers group meetings held from 2014 to 2023 at this house.   These proved to be very popular.  He 
was generous in giving plants to those who attended, so they could increase their collection and apply the 
learnings from the meetings.   He also conducted repotting demonstrations at our Winter and Spring shows at 
Woolooware Shores Retirement Village where he taught members and the public how to report and care for their 
plants.   These were a great success and drawcard. 
 

He also wrote descriptions of our benched orchids as well as articles for the bulletin from 2019 to 2023. 
George generously paid the Society for the privilege of allowing their business, to sell products at our shows.   He 
provided sponsorship through prize vouches for the shows for many years and in 2018 this sponsorship 
amounted to $600.  
 

When he brought the orchid wares to sell at our shows, it added value and made the shows more interesting by 
enabling our members and the public to easily acquire goods to make their orchid growing more successful. 
 

Congratulations George, the President handed him his new name badge. 
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Sutherland Shire Orchid Society Inc. 
 

MINUTES – cont’d 
 

GENERAL MEETING 
 

14th April 2025 
 

VACANT COMMITTEE POSITION: 
As you all know, we have a vacant committee position which needs to be filled.   Mark Drury has agreed to be 
Minutes Secretary, thank you Mark.   David Hicks will still be Show Secretary, thank you David.   The other tasks 
will be managed by the Committee but we would like another person to join us.   We need to spread some of the 
tasks to other Committee members to make the job easier to manage.   Ideally you need to be computer literate.   
The Committee meets on the first Wednesday of the month at Tradies, Gymea.   So please, if you are able to join 
us, we would be pleased to have you. 
 

WINTER SHOW:  
Show times open to the public: 
Friday 10am – 4pm   Saturday 10am – 2pm 
 

The show dates are Friday 20th and Saturday 21st of June, with setup on Thursday 19th 2pm - 5pm.   We need 
(plastic) bags for the Sales Table so if any of you have a stock at home or can collect some for us, please do so.   
We don’t need them beforehand, just bring them to the show.   We will purchase some bags as well. 
Jan Robinson will be our Show Marshall this year, thank you Jan. 
The Orchid Place at Heathcote will sponsor the Grand Champion prize for the amount of $50 and we will be 
selling some of their plants on our Sales Table.   
This year George and Mike will not be bringing their wares to sell. We are considering whether to have a 
repotting session in the morning and one in the afternoon instead of doing it throughout the show.   If you would 
like to participate in the re-potting, please let Rhonda know.   In the demonstration we suggest repotting a 
cymbidium or a Phallie as this is what most of the public grow.    
The volunteer roster will be circulated at our next meeting and at June’s meeting. 
 

GENERAL MEETING START TIME: 
At the last two meetings you were given the opportunity to indicate whether you supported the change of 
meeting time to commence at 7:30pm instead of 8pm.   The overall voting results indicated that more people 
were in favour of the change than not, however, the results were too close to warrant a change.   As a result, the 
Committee has decided to keep the start time to 8pm. 
 

NEXT GROWER’S GROUP: 
Our next Grower’s Group meeting will be held on Saturday 26th April at the home of John Hely – 17 Sumner 
Street Sutherland commencing at 1:00pm.   Everyone is welcome.   If you would like help with an orchid, please 
bring it along where everyone can learn from the advice given.   You are welcome to bring a small plate for 
afternoon tea. 
 

ESTATE OF BOB MOAR: 
The President had more books from Bob Moar’s collection on the sales table, as well as perlite and pieces of tree 
fern. 
    

BUNNINGS MOTHERS DAY STALL: 
We have been invited to hold an information stall at Bunnings Kirrawee to support their Mother’s Day 
promotion.   It’s on 8th May in the evening.   Melissa Karayannis, Mark Drury and Robin Bannell will attend with 
the view of attracting Bunnings sponsorship for our show. 
 

AUCTION NIGHT: 
Next month is our Annual Auction night.   If you are putting plants in the auction, simply place two tags in your 
plant’s pot.   One with your name on it, the other with the name of the plant.   If the plant has a reserve price, 
write the word ‘Reserve’ and the price on the tag.   We will give you a yellow stick-on spot to stick onto your 
plant to indicate it has a reserve price.   The auction is open to visitors.   There is a limit of 6 plants each member 
can sell at the auction.   The minimum opening bid per plant will be $10, please remember plants need to be well 
established in their pots and not recently re-potted.   As you know the Society reserves the right to reject any 
plants not suitable for sale.   You will be paid the sale price less the 15% commission on the next meeting 
night.   Society prize vouches can be used as payment in the auction.   Purchases will be CASH ONLY so 
bring plenty! Please note:  There will be no sales table at the May meeting.    
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Sutherland Shire Orchid Society Inc. 
 

MINUTES – cont’d 
 

GENERAL MEETING 
 

14th April 2025 
 
 

SPANISH MOSS – ENVIRONMENTAL WEED: 
Spanish moss is a popular addition to our gardens and to our greenhouses.   Sutherland Shire Council has 
identified Spanish moss as a weed and is taking steps to control its spread.   Rhonda has heard that some Sydney 
councils are considering banning it.  It is easily spread into trees by birds who use it to line their nests, and by 
the wind.  So, if you have this weed hanging in your garden, please think about removing it. It’s fine if it’s 
contained in a greenhouse but shouldn’t be in the open. 
 

AOF MARCH NEWSLETTER: 
The newsletter mentioned how they support orchid societies and their Award of Honour for special people who 
have contributed hugely to orchids in Australia.  They are also sponsoring 3 prizes at this year’s AOF Conference 
in Woolgoolga, (our Society is also sponsoring prizes) plus other matters such as the Seed Bank Request and 
2025 Publication List.  They are seeking donations from Societies to enable their work to continue.  They have an 
urgent appeal for Orchid Species seed.  They run an international seed bank to promote and facilitate the 
propagation and conservation of orchid species.  They would like one ripe capsule.  You send the dry seed to the 
Seed Bank, harvested as the capsule yellows. 
 

This year’s Essay Competition Topic is What sparked your interest in orchids?  The deadline for entries is 31st 
July.  The prizes are $350, $250 and $150. 
 

UPCOMING SHOWS: (The full list is available on OSNSW website) 
May 10  ANOS Macarthur Autumn show 
May 15 -17 Bankstown OS 
May 23 -25  Orchids out West 
June 28 & 29 Mingara Orchid Club Fair & Show 
 

MEETING ACTIVITY: 
Our guest speaker was Murray Aldridge who spoke on Bulbophyllums.  Murray presented examples of the 
different varieties and the intricate details of their flowers, and encouraged us to take a closer look when they 
are in flower.  He also gave culture tips such as not overwatering them but to make sure they have plenty of 
humidity. 
 

MONTHLY PRIZE PRESENTATIONS: 
Raffle Winners for April:  Robert Nicol, Heath Myers, Pam Davies, Joan Sutton, Margaret Spring, Visitor, Robert 
Nicol 
Jan Robinson and Melissa Karayannis were thanked for their donation to the raffle. 
Name Badge Winner for April:  Edwina Wain 
 

JUDGES FOR APRIL: 
Rhonda thanked our judges for this evening: David Brooks, Wal Chapman, Murray Aldridge, Jan Robinson, and our 
Trainee Mark Drury. 
 

APRIL Judges Choice Awards: 
PLANT OF THE NIGHT: P. spicerianum ‘Tinonee’ x P. spicerianum ‘Goliath’ – M. Karayannis 
JUDGES CHOICE OPEN HYBRID: Bulb. Elizabeth Ann ‘Buckleberry’ – W & J Chapman 
JUDGES CHOICE OPEN SPECIES: P. spicerianum ‘Tinonee’ x P. ‘Goliath’ – M. Karayannis 
JUDGES CHOICE INTERMEDIATE: Paph. Crossianum var. Alba – M. Drury 
JUDGES CHOICE NOVICE: Ornithophora radicans – M. Clasper 
PRESIDENTS CHOICE: Coel. Kirribilli Hubert Dixon – M. Clasper 
 

CLOSING: 
Our thanks tonight to Richie Dimon for volunteering to sweep the floor 
Rhonda thanked everyone for their attendance tonight, and hoped to see everyone at our next meeting on 12th 
May. 
 

Meeting closed at 9.50pm.       
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Report from our recent Grower’s Group 
Sat. 26th April 2025 

 

WOW! this may well be a record, we had 21 enthusiastic members attending our April Grower’s Group at the 
home of John & Robyn Hely. The weather stayed kind to us which set the scene for a great afternoon. 
 

Part One - was a general plant clinic with a number of members bringing along their struggling plants for advice, 
or asking questions on re-potting, mixes, fertilisers and pesticides.  
 

Our thanks to John Costa seen here in (Photo A) offering his expertise on dividing and repotting a cymbidium 
that had out-grown its pot. The plant was healthy but had a central mass of back bulbs, and was also in early 
spike offering a further challenge, so the decision was to leave it to flower first, and deal with it after that. 
(Seen in the back-ground is a selection of John’s amazing Stanhopeas!) 
 

In (Photos B & D) we see an example of John’s growing areas, starting with a winter heated area for Phallies and 
other genera, which stretches across the eastern side through to the back ‘rainforest’ area, which houses an 
abundance of very healthy Stanhopeas and others mounted on hangers from ‘star-posts’ that John has designed 
in rows. Plus. huge stag and elk horn ferns, and other genera that also suit being mounted on the tree trunks.  
 

(The succulents that are growing underneath quite cleverly provide that required humidity in the warmer months) 
 

                 
 

                                     Photo A                                                                          Photo B                                            John’s star-post system 
 

Part Two – (Photo C) John had prepared a very interesting talk, and examples on his use of dried banana skins 
that provide the necessary levels of Potassium for flowering. He described how he sundries them first (to remove 
the toxic component of phenolic compounds) and then chops up the dried bits by hand.  Gary Hodder also added 
to the talk, describing how he has seen this practise in full commercial use overseas with the Asian dendrobiums, 
and many remembered that from one of Gary’s previous talks to the Society.  
 

There was very light-hearted moment when the subject of the dreaded Dendrobium beetle came up, with Gary 
Hodder telling us about a small swarm that come into his property, and he was actually chasing them with a net! 
I think he mentioned his catch count was 160 plus so far this year! 
 

                          
 

                                           Photo C                                                                               Photo D                                                                         
 

Our sincere thank-you to John and Robyn for hosting the session, and to everyone who came along to make this a 
most enjoyable and informative afternoon set against the backdrop of their lovely garden - and we all enjoyed 
the tour of John’s unique orchid growing areas!  
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Speaker at our April Meeting 
 

Murray Aldridge - Bulbophyllum species 
 

         
 

Last meeting our guest speaker was Murray Aldridge who spoke to us on species Bulbophyllums.   
Murray presented examples of the different varieties and the intricate details of their flowers, and encouraged us to take a 
closer look when they are in flower.  
He also provided cultural tips such as not overwatering them but to make sure they have plenty of humidity. 
 

Thank-you Murray for sharing your vast knowledge and expertise with us on this unique group of orchids. 

 

 
A Snapshot from the orchid entries (including the OSNSW Promo.  

Cart) from the Orchid Competition at the recent Sydney Royal Flower and Garden Show  
 

Our thanks to the SSOS members who volunteered on the cart, 
 and congratulations to all entrants who were successful in the show 
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Sutherland Shire Orchid Society Inc. 
 

CODE OF CONDUCT STATEMENT 
 

The Society has a Code of Conduct which members must comply with: 
 

  “Members and visitors shall treat each other in a respectful, friendly and cordial manner at 
our meetings and Society activities.” 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
We are thinking of you and send our best wishes 
to all our members who are currently recovering 

from recent health issues 
 

 
 

 
 

Local Orchid Spotting        
 

Have you recently spotted one of our beautiful 
and unique Aust. native orchids in your local area 

or on a recent trip? 
 Like to share the photo with other members? 

Please forward to the email address below to have 
it published in our Bulletin.                                  

Many thanks - Editor 
 

Please forward to: 
davehicks@outlook.com.au 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Click on Link to View: DUNO 2025 Catalogue 
 

https://www.duno.net.au/_files/ugd/a457c7_56669ec7a5a947d6ac8dd9f4c7835d22.pdf
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Disclaimer: Any growing guides included in this Bulletin are provided as a starting basis and guide to general cultivation. Local conditions in your area may 
require modification to these suggestions. The Sutherland Shire Orchid Society Inc. does not endorse any commercially available product, or support any claims 

or opinions expressed by the authors of these articles, and are not responsible for the results of your cultivation practices. 

 

 
 

Dear SSOS Members – we would really appreciate your                

Articles or ‘Photos of Interest’ to include in our monthly Bulletins. 
 

Please email to the Editor:                                                                            
David Hicks E: davehicks@outlook.com.au                                                        

(by the 28th of each month)                                                                           
thank-you - Editor 

 
 
 

 

 

Events for the Diary in 2025 

Monday 12th May 2025 - SSOS General Meeting – Annual Plant 
Auction (see details page 4) 

Friday 23rd – Saturday 25th May 2025 – Orchids out West – Philip 
Charley Pavilion Hawkesbury Showground (see flyer page 13) 

Monday 9th June 2025 - SSOS General Meeting – Speaker: Craig Scott-
Harden on Paphs. 

SSOS Winter Show 2025 – Friday 20th June, Sat. 21st June, setup on 
Thursday 19th June from 2pm (see flyer page 5) 

Monday 14th July 2025 - SSOS General Meeting – Speaker: David 
Hemmings on Australian Natives 

Monday 11th August 2025 - SSOS General Meeting 

Monday 8th September 2025 - SSOS General Meeting 

         SSOS Spring Show 2025 – Friday 12th Sept, Sat. 13th Sept 

 
 

 
 

Light Supper at Meetings 
 

Tea or Coffee plus biscuits are available  
during the break at the back of the hall. 

 

*As disposable cups are no longer provided, please remember to 
bring along your own mug! 

 

 
 

 

 
Our appreciation                      

to the following for 
providing sponsorship, 

support or association to 
our Shows and Activities 

for 2025 
 

 

 
 

3 Short St Heathcote 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Kirrawee and Caringbah 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Woolooware Shores 
Taren Point 

 for providing our                     
Show Venue 

 

 
 
 

 


